Personal Stfpries

World War I

Herbert (Bert) King
Wiltshire Regiment

3(%, as he was known, was the son o Joﬁn King, who at the age bgf 17 in 1875, had to take responsiﬁifity for the running
of Home Farm in Winterslow fo owing the cgatﬁ q( his ofdg’ rother Herbert. He suﬁsequentfy married Annie Green

and had a famify (f 2 ﬁoys and 5 gir(s, the efc%zst Eoy Being Herbert (Bert) who was Eajotisec[ in All Saints church, Winterslow
on 30th March 1891.

361’115 the eldest son Bert’s {uture was may}aed out, with the exyecmtion he would take over from his fatﬁer in mnning Home
Farm. His route to this role was to be a Jarivi(egeof y(ace at Bisﬁgo Wordsworth foffowe({ Ey a Jofacement at Dauntsey’s to stu(fy
agn’cufture. Ron foffoweaf his fatﬁer b joim’n the Wffage Cricket team, ﬁecoming its ca}otm’n and foffowing the famify tradition
of immersing ﬁimseﬁc in }acm'sﬁ and church @g.

Like a number of men fmm Winterslow, Bert feﬁ“ cfuty bound to resyoncf to the call for volunteers when World War One broke
out in the summer (f 1914, Eeing Jooste(f to Weymoutﬁ for basic tmining. In October, ﬁaving been gmntec{ weekend leave, he
made his way to Winterslow maéing a surpm'se visit to his sister Mildred who was a boarder at the ﬂ-ﬁgﬁ School located on
London Road in Saﬁsﬁury and who Bert was to communicate 6_1/ letter during his miﬁmry service. Whilst at home he visited
the CReacfing Room in St John’s Schoolroom were the young men of the Parish met and he was a member. Bert exy[ainec[ that
the Regiment were not able to suy}o(y his intake with uniforms, hence his arrival in “civies”, but he was ﬁopeﬁd this would be
resolved soon. quore retuming to Weymoutﬁ, on the ‘Mom{ay, Sunc[ay was spent at All Saints Church attena[ing ear(y service

and two others taken ﬁy Rector Wheat.

In ear[y December Bert wrote to Mildred kee ing her up to date on his activities, which included tmining on the ﬁm’ng range
and yrovicfing an image of a rain socked soldier who had marched 5 miles in torrential rain. He said that relief came in
watching silent movies at the cinema in Weymouth or by visiting the local theatre to watch plays. He also identified that is
was [iEefy he would not be able to return to Winterslow to spen Christmas with the famify, but would look forwarc[ to receiving
anytﬁing tﬁey migﬁt care to send to him.

j}anuary 1915 saw Private Herbert King disembark on the French coast and join his battalion the 1st Wilts in the now
established ﬁont [ine onfy ards ﬁom the enemy. At this time in, early March, the British were }afanning their ﬁrst major
oﬁmsive near the w’[fage ofy Neuve Cha }Jeffe. ’Fo(fowing a heavy bombardment of the enemy ositions the 1st Wilts went into
action on 10th March Eeing involved Jéqr 4 Jays with the resuéi’ng 400 casualties and 170 eac{, out qf a total casuafty [ist
cf some 13,000 for the British ‘Army. ’J-ﬁm’ng been ﬁarf(y wounded in the spine on 12th March Bert was admitted to the ﬁefaf
ambulance the foffowing rfay, ﬁom which he was taken to the genemf ﬂ-(osyimf in Rouen for treatment, which lasted a month
and suﬁsequentfy back to Eng(amf on 24th 71})1’1’[ to convalesce.

?(aw’ng spent time in Winterslow ﬁeﬁoin with the harvest Bert returned to z{uty and was ])051’86{ to fgy}ot as part ‘@(
reigforcements for the sth Wiltshire, who had been withdraw there ﬁaving been involved in the faifed action in Gall i}oo(i. In

February Bert fomw[ ﬁimseﬁc near tﬁ?(mnt [ines facing the Turks in the Persian gug[ as part of the Mesopotamia fRefiqc Force. g
The ang[o fxye(ﬁrionar Force had landed in what is now qu in November 1 914 to protect the ogl:ﬁe( s from the Germans S
and their allies the T urk'sy and access to the Persian (jug{ So, ﬁaving advanced towards Bagdad the Turks counter attacked the

British troops forcing them back to Kut, which is half way between Basra and Bagdad. Having been under constant attack

for months in earfy 1916 a re[i@c force, 13th Division inc utﬁng the sth Wiﬁ“s, was sent from ‘Basra to reinforce the garn’son.

The British troops founaf themselves suﬁen’ng ﬁfom the extremes cf temperature, ﬂom{ and cfrougﬁt and ravages of malaria and

C Fiofem‘

At the Eegmnin of iZl}m’[ the sth Wilts relieved the 7th Division in the trenches at tﬁ?ront and spent two cfays im})roving
defences. On sth April the British troops advanced, encountering heavy rifle and machine gun fire, some two and a half miles to
Tafaﬁiyeﬁ suﬁering 184 casuafties, incfucfing Private H ‘King.
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